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As | pen the last piece | would be writing for the Dhwani in my
capacity as Editor, | am faced with a conflict. Do | write
something generic or attempt something thought-provoking? |
resolved the conflict by deciding to write about what the school and
the Dhwani meant to me (as this is the last opportunity | would get).

Another year draws to a close, a new batch of tiny tots has been
inducted into the school with fourteen years of fun filled times
awaiting them, and another batch of students are passing out- on
the verge of entering the 'real’ world. When | was given the post of
Assistant Editor, | must confess that | did not look forward to being
one with particular enthusiasm. Editing, compiling, deadlines- it all
seemed so tiresome. But looking back on these two years, | have
come to the conclusion that this is one of the best things that could
have happened to me. It has instilled in me a sense of responsibility,
discipline, and the ability to know about and appreciate the
outstanding work and talent of my fellow students and juniors.
Working for the Dhwani has become something that | have grown to
love very dearly and it is with a heavy heart | part with it. And Vidya
Mandir itself, with all its wonderful teachers has cared for all of us
students like a mother does for her child. While many readily accept
how integral a part of their lives school has been, the ones who act
outwardly like they do not care at all, deep down feel lost without the
shelter of the great umbrella that school is. Collectively, | can now
say that though the students leave Vidya Mandir, the school will
never leave us. It will always reside in our hearts, along with
bittersweet memories that are so characteristic of school days and
the firm values given to us, ready to tide us through any tough
situations we may face in the future.

Finally, about this issue of the Dhwani. An institution is made up of
several people contributing to its growth, who pass on the baton to
others for continuing the work. Mrs. Bhavani Raghunandan, our
Principal, is retiring this year. A person who inspires, she is held in
high esteem by students and teachers alike. In her interview with the
Dhwani, she talks about her tenure as Principal, the challenges she
faced and gives us an insight into her life at VM. Read more in our
center-page article a 'Téte-a-téte with Bhavani Miss. This term was
busy with its usual share of activities- Funfest, Republic Day and
much more. You will find full coverage of all these events along with
the much loved columns like the Goal-post and the Reporter's Diary.

Here's wishing all of you a happy summer vacation!

Meghana Krishnan, Student Editor
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Sitting down for an interview
with the Principal is always
an intimidating prospect,
immaterial of who does the
grilling. However, when the
reporters of the Dhwani sat
down to ask Bhavani Miss a
few questions about her
time at VM, they found
themselves pleasantly
surprised as they were privy
to some interesting stories
and smart advice. Read on for more...

Cont.onPage 4 & 5

SUCCESS....the taste is sweet and one can get easily
addicted to it. But how does one define success? Is it
the end result alone? Is it the marks one scores or
prizes one wins? Certainly not. Success is not the
outcome only, it is a process whereby one stays
focussed and perseveres to reach one's goal. A desire
to learn leads one to success. Itis absolutely essential
to work hard to achieve success but if we love the
work we do, working hard becomes a piece of cake!
Initially it may be difficult to get used to hard work but
eventually it becomes a habit. At the same time
remember to setagoal.

The rewards one gets in life are commensurate with
ones efforts. So the next question that arises would be
—is becoming a successful student enough? No, what
is even more important is to become a successful
human being; with the right set of values and habits.
Needless to say, school is the place where characters
are built. To quote Einstein, “ Try not to become a man
of success but rather try to become a man of value.”
So, here's to building good students and human
beings out of each and every one of you.

As we all know Bhavani Miss is retiring this year after
a very long and successful stint as our Principal. We
would like to wish her a very happy, healthy and
harmonious retired life.

Anuradha Anand, Editor
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Attended a conc
student ©
Venkatraghavan.

. Attended the

- Shruti, Kailasam, Nethra

SPAM CLUB

ert by Aparna - &
f Gayathrl

gyvanubhava 11

Kalakshetra - Bhuv aneshwari of
Class VIC performed for them.

« 2013 ended with the presence of

the musical legend ’Mandohn
Srinivasan at ‘Rhapsody’.

« Astonishing keyboard performance

by the group that later went on to

break the Guinness world record

for the largest keyboard orchestra.

ENVIRONMENT CLUB

Arun
Attended lectures by Mr.
Krishnamurthy and Mrs. Sowmyg
Darshan about the outside wo.rlh
and the inhumane ways 11 whic

animals are treated.

« Trip to Pulicat Lake.

HERITAGE CLUB

Made small movies for the Natiqnal
level competition 'Film It' orga.mzed
by INTACH - had the opportunity of
being 'junior directors'.

Student Varsha Bhuvaneshwari
delivered Harikatha.

KATHA CLUB

Poetry Reading by Mrs. Sudha
Vyas

Briefing of two books - ‘Mishti’ by
Yamini Prashanth of Class VII
and ‘Oops The Mighty Gurgle’ by
Mr. Ram G Vallath.

Students appeared on 104. 8
Chennai Live and suggested
books for reading.

MATH CLUB
Lexicon conducted for the
students of Class XI1.

A power—point quiz was held for
Class XI students.

. Attended alecture on fractals by

i he Pi

SOT S1varama}n.of the
Ilz/fz‘fisematics Association, wtucth
helped Class X1 stude1].;11 s
improve on the projects that they

had made.

Primary School Day

- Achuthan & Tharun

n 31" January this year, proud

parents and excited children in

bright costumes surged into the school

for the Primary School Day. First, the

audience was welcomed with a melodious

performance by the Orchestra. Next up

was the First Standard's take on the

popular folktale ‘Alibaba and the Forty

Thieves'. Following this was the Second

Standard's English drama based on the

children's story ‘The Emperor who Loved

Clothes’. The audience was then taken

‘Around the World in 8 Minutes’ by Class

Il which showcased colourful dances

from all parts of the world. Class V

enacted a tale from the ‘Akbar and Birbal’ series, in Hindi demonstrating
Birbal's quick wit. Next on the list was the Tamil play, which featured the
early life of ‘Sri Manikankandan’ . The costumes and acting were striking.
After this, Class IV students enacted the famous story ‘The Baker's Dozen’.
The day concluded with the stupendous dance drama, ‘Ramasudarasam’,
which showcased the life and achievements of Lord Rama. At the end of the

day, the pride of the parents and grandparents was clearly seen in their
smiles.

FOUﬂderS’ Day — Tharun and Achuthan

n the 3" of February, our school celebrated its 58" Founders’ Day. The

day started with the school prayer, after which Mr.Viji Santhanam,
Chairman of the Managing Committee, addressed the gathering. He talked
about his experiences as a child and about our school's early days.
Incidentally, we came to know that celebrating our Founder's Day was
initiated by Bhavani Miss. Our Chief Guest for the day, Dr. Preetha Reddy,
Managing Director of Apollo Hospitals-Chennai, opened our eyes to the
importance of health and how all doctors wished for a healthier society.

K G School Doy

-Sowmya

he Kindergarten School Day,

held on 21* January this year,
was an abundance of colour and
mirth.

The show started off with the tiny-tots' songs and dances on the
various parts of the body. The audience was then enlightened on
just how hectic the schedules of a young child were; so it's not just
the older students with their classes and piles of homework! Next
was the beloved story of Dumbo, the elephant, who, weary of being
gray, yearned to make himself colourful and attractive, until a
family of frogs convinced him that he was perfect just the way he
was. There was also the story of a princess who left her home to
travel. She meets Humpty Dumpty, the Pussycat and finally the
Queen in London where she chases a mouse under her chair. The
faces of the doting parents and grandparents showed how much
they had enjoyed the show. Hats off to the K.G!!




INTERVIEW WITH RexHr Miss

-Vrshank

Ms. Rekha Rawal, a much-loved Hindi teacher
from the primary block, will be calling it a day at
the end of this academic year. We caught up with
her to talk about it, and here are a few excerpts
from the interview:

VD Miss, how do you feel today, knowing that you're nearing retirement?

Miss Every day has been a memorable experience. I've been teaching here
for 28 years. VM, for me, is more like a second home - an
extended family, with all of us helping each other out with every
detail and issue.

VD Has the introduction of the Smart Board influenced your teaching?

Miss Oh, it has proved to be very useful. It's all about grasping the language.
Visual representation goes a long way in making the words more
memorable, makes learning more intuitive.

VD What would you take back from VM, during your tenure?

Miss You always learn from everyone, even the tiny tots. When | first came here,

being a North Indian, | knew very little Tamil to start with. My first batch

taught me the language, and I'm very grateful to them. It has always been
a learning experience.

Project Day _aditya

his year's Project Day was as exciting as ever,
with students from KG through High School
showcasing their creative talents in amazing ways.

KG's topic was 'We love to play'. The KG students'
artistic representations of different games and sports
were amazing. The theme of the Primary School was
‘Food’. The entire quadrangle came alive with
vibrant posters giving fun facts and project
notebooks were filled with delicious descriptions.

The 6" and 7" Standard students took up ‘Natural

and Artificial Fibres’ as their respective topics. There was a large focus on the utility
of fibersin the textile industry.

The 8" Standard students celebrated a ‘Hundred Years of Indian Cinema’ through their
projects. One of the highlights was a recorded interview of Kamal Hassan speaking about
his experience in the film industry and its evolution through the years.

Our Chief Guest for the event was the Dr. K. Mohana, Principal of Modern Senior
Secondary School. She lauded the projects and appreciated the students' efforts.

On the whole, the Project Day of the year 2013-14 was a huge success, showing that
the students of VM can effectively blend their creativity and intellect.

Dld You Know? e

Adsirit M. of class 11 B s the only person tn the world recorded to have solved a 9x9
RubiR's Cube single-handedly! Literally, he solved ttwith only one hand.

vrshank subramanian of 11 A has won the Tamil Nadu round of the prestigious

Young World Quiz twice! Onee in 2010, andl again in 2011, with different team
mates.

SRN Miss s quite the polyalot, belng fluent in 7 languages - Buglish, Tamil,
Telugu, Marathi, Hindl, French and German.

LM Miss played badminton for Madural University and has beew a district Level
basketball player. She has represented Tamil Nadw at the Republic Day parade in
New Delhi as apart of the NSS contingent.

INTERACT CLUB

. Visited ‘Vishranthi’, the old-

age homein November.

ing the
Set up a food staﬂ during
FunFest which sold
lemonades and cakes.

Class XI students took part in
the Rotary Young Leadership
Award (RYLA) program at
Perambattur.

LITERARY AND DRAMATICS

Mr. Vijay Viswanatham from
'Alchemy Kids' has been
conducting theatre workshops.
They recently put gpal’a
humorous play Diwali Aajkal’.

The members of the .Debate
Team participated in the
British Council Debate.

EFFERVESCENCE CLUB

Mole Day: Experiments were
displayed and Chembola was
conducted. A skit was put up on
“The Chemophilic Family’.

Bonds 2013 was conducted to
celebrate the 10™ anniversary of
this club. Events included
Bondography, Lab Adventure
and Amaze.

ARTS CLUB

Mr. A. Z. Ranjit of the IBA team
taught the members to'draw a
ship step by step using dry
pastels.

Glass painting at Dakshin
Chitra.
Selected members attended a

contest titled 'Ithu Chenngi Da'
and VM won the maximum

number of prizes.
COMMERCE CLUB
+ Organized COMMERCIUM
2013.




