
As I pen the last piece I would be writing for the Dhwani in my
capacity as Editor, I am faced with a conflict. Do I write

something generic or attempt something thought-provoking? I
resolved the conflict by deciding to write about what the school and
the Dhwani meant to me (as this is the last opportunity I would get).

Another year draws to a close, a new batch of tiny tots has been
inducted into the school with fourteen years of fun filled times
awaiting them, and another batch of students are passing out- on
the verge of entering the 'real' world. When I was given the post of
Assistant Editor, I must confess that I did not look forward to being
one with particular enthusiasm. Editing, compiling, deadlines- it all
seemed so tiresome. But looking back on these two years, I have
come to the conclusion that this is one of the best things that could
have happened to me. It has instilled in me a sense of responsibility,
discipline, and the ability to know about and appreciate the
outstanding work and talent of my fellow students and juniors.
Working for the Dhwani has become something that I have grown to
love very dearly and it is with a heavy heart I part with it. And Vidya
Mandir itself, with all its wonderful teachers has cared for all of us
students like a mother does for her child. While many readily accept
how integral a part of their lives school has been, the ones who act
outwardly like they do not care at all, deep down feel lost without the
shelter of the great umbrella that school is. Collectively, I can now
say that though the students leave Vidya Mandir, the school will
never leave us. It will always reside in our hearts, along with
bittersweet memories that are so characteristic of school days and
the firm values given to us, ready to tide us through any tough
situations we may face in the future.

Finally, about this issue of the Dhwani. An institution is made up of
several people contributing to its growth, who pass on the baton to
others for continuing the work. Mrs. Bhavani Raghunandan, our
Principal, is retiring this year. A person who inspires, she is held in
high esteem by students and teachers alike. In her interview with the
Dhwani, she talks about her tenure as Principal, the challenges she
faced and gives us an insight into her life at VM. Read more in our
center-page article a 'Tête-à-tête with Bhavani Miss. This term was
busy with its usual share of activities- Funfest, Republic Day and
much more. You will find full coverage of all these events along with
the much loved columns like the Goal-post and the Reporter's Diary.

Here's wishing all of you a happy summer vacation!

Student EditorMeghana Krishnan,

Sitting down for an interview
with the Principal is always
an intimidating prospect,
immaterial of who does the
grilling. However, when the
reporters of the Dhwani sat
down to ask Bhavani Miss a
few questions about her
time at VM, they found
themselves pleasant ly
surprised as they were privy
to some interesting stories

and smart advice. Read on for more…
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SUCCESS….the taste is sweet and one can get easily
addicted to it. But how does one define success? Is it
the end result alone? Is it the marks one scores or
prizes one wins? Certainly not. Success is not the
outcome only, it is a process whereby one stays
focussed and perseveres to reach one's goal. A desire
to learn leads one to success. It is absolutely essential
to work hard to achieve success but if we love the
work we do, working hard becomes a piece of cake!
Initially it may be difficult to get used to hard work but
eventually it becomes a habit. At the same time
remember to set a goal.

The rewards one gets in life are commensurate with
ones efforts. So the next question that arises would be
– is becoming a successful student enough? No, what
is even more important is to become a successful
human being; with the right set of values and habits.
Needless to say, school is the place where characters
are built. To quote Einstein, “ Try not to become a man
of success but rather try to become a man of value.”
So, here's to building good students and human
beings out of each and every one of you.

As we all know Bhavani Miss is retiring this year after
a very long and successful stint as our Principal. We
would like to wish her a very happy, healthy and
harmonious retired life.

EditorAnuradha Anand,
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- Shruti, Kailasam, Nethra

On 31 January this year, proud
parents and excited children in

bright costumes surged into the school
for the Primary School Day. First, the
audience was welcomed with a melodious
performance by the Orchestra. Next up
was the First Standard's take on the
popular folktale ‘Alibaba and the Forty
Thieves’. Following this was the Second
Standard's English drama based on the
children's story ‘The Emperor who Loved
Clothes’. The audience was then taken
‘Around the World in 8 Minutes’ by Class
III which showcased colourful dances
from all parts of the world. Class V

enacted a tale from the ‘Akbar and Birbal’ series, in Hindi demonstrating
Birbal's quick wit. Next on the list was the Tamil play, which featured the
early life of ‘Sri Manikankandan’ . The costumes and acting were striking.
After this, Class IV students enacted the famous story ‘The Baker's Dozen’.
The day concluded with the stupendous dance drama, ‘Ramasudarasam’,
which showcased the life and achievements of Lord Rama. At the end of the
day, the pride of the parents and grandparents was clearly seen in their
smiles.
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– Achuthan & Tharun
Primary School Day

On the 3 of February, our school celebrated its 58 Founders’ Day. The
day started with the school prayer, after which Mr.Viji Santhanam,

Chairman of the Managing Committee, addressed the gathering. He talked
about his experiences as a child and about our school's early days.
Incidentally, we came to know that celebrating our Founder's Day was
initiated by Bhavani Miss. Our Chief Guest for the day, Dr. Preetha Reddy,
Managing Director of Apollo Hospitals-Chennai, opened our eyes to the
importance of health and how all doctors wished for a healthier society.
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Founders’ Day – Tharun and Achuthan

The Kindergarten School Day,
held on 21 January this year,

was an abundance of colour and
mirth.

The show started off with the tiny-tots' songs and dances on the
various parts of the body. The audience was then enlightened on
just how hectic the schedules of a young child were; so it's not just
the older students with their classes and piles of homework! Next
was the beloved story of Dumbo, the elephant, who, weary of being
gray, yearned to make himself colourful and attractive, until a
family of frogs convinced him that he was perfect just the way he
was. There was also the story of a princess who left her home to
travel. She meets Humpty Dumpty, the Pussycat and finally the
Queen in London where she chases a mouse under her chair. The
faces of the doting parents and grandparents showed how much
they had enjoyed the show. Hats off to the K.G!!
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-Sowmya

Club report



This year's Project Day was as exciting as ever,
with students from KG through High School

showcasing their creative talents in amazing ways.
KG's topic was 'We love to play'. The KG students'
artistic representations of different games and sports
were amazing. The theme of the Primary School was
‘Food’. The entire quadrangle came alive with
vibrant posters giving fun facts and project
notebooks were filled with delicious descriptions.
The 6 and 7 Standard students took up ‘Natural
and Artificial Fibres’ as their respective topics. There was a large focus on the utility
of fibers in the textile industry.
The 8 Standard students celebrated a ‘Hundred Years of Indian Cinema’ through their
projects.Oneof thehighlightswasarecordedinterviewofKamalHassanspeaking about
his experience in the film industry and its evolution through the years.
Our Chief Guest for the event was the Dr. K. Mohana, Principal of Modern Senior
Secondary School. She lauded the projects and appreciated the students' efforts.
On the whole, the Project Day of the year 2013-14 was a huge success, showing that
the students of VM can effectively blend their creativity and intellect.
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Project Day -Aditya

Ms. Rekha Rawal, a much-loved Hindi teacher
from the primary block, will be calling it a day at
the end of this academic year. We caught up with
her to talk about it, and here are a few excerpts
from the interview:

-Vrshank

VD : Miss,howdoyoufeel today,knowing thatyou'renearingretirement?
Miss : Every day has been a memorable experience. I've been teaching here

for 28 years. VM, for me, is more like a second home - an
extended family, with all of us helping each other out with every
detail and issue.

VD : Has the introduction of the Smart Board influenced your teaching?
Miss : Oh, it has proved to be very useful. It's all about grasping the language.

Visual representation goes a long way in making the words more
memorable, makes learning more intuitive.

VD : What would you take back from VM, during your tenure?
Miss : You always learn from everyone, even the tiny tots. When I first came here,

being a North Indian, I knew very little Tamil to start with. My first batch
taught me the language, and I'm very grateful to them. It has always been
a learning experience.

Mr. Subramaniam (non-teaching staff) who has been with us for
the past 26 years is retiring this year. We wish him a very

happy and healthy retired life.


